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1 Corinthians 6:12-20 continued 

Introduction: I have always been taught that the Bible must be iterpreted within 
the historical context in which it was written. Paul's epistle to the Corinthians was 
written to Greeks who were largely controlled by Greek thought of the 5th century 
BC. Greek philosophy basically taught that the human body was evil being the 
prison house to the soul. One's soul could never reach "plaeroma" (fullness ­
Heaven) with the body. Because the body had no future in Greek thought it didn't 
matter what you did with the body - feed the sensual appetites of the body to death 
(hedonism), or, starve the sensual appetites to death (asceticism).In 1 Corinthians 
6: 12-14 Paul will introduce three problems related to the human body that were 
directly affecting the Corinthian believers' walk with the Lord. The three problems 
he introduces here are...the problem of eating - the problem of sex - and the 
problem of the resurrected body. He will deal extensively with these three 
problems throughout the remainder of the epistle - Sex = 1 Corinthians 6:15-7:40; 
Eating = 1 Corinthians 8, and last half of chapter 10; Resurrection = 1 Corinthians 
15. At the time of Paul Greek thought reigned in the Roman Empire and Corinth 
was the center of practicing and living out these philosophies to the full. When a 
Corinthian trusted in Christ he had some very real problems to deal with - problems 
that related to the human body. To understand those problems will help us to 
understand much of what is coming in the remainder of 1 Corinthians. 

I. THE FOUR SPIRITUAL LAWS OF CHRISTIAN BEHAVIOUR 

~A. THE LAW OF LIBERTY - 1 Corinthians 6:12; 8:4 and 9 
B. THE LAW OF EXPEDIENCY - 1 Corinthians 6:12; 9:16-23; 10:23 
C. THE LAW OF LOVE - 1 Corinthians 8:13 
D. THE LAW OF SUPREME SACRIFICE - 1 Cor. 9:1-15 

THE PROBLEM OF LIBERTY IN CHRIST AND LICENSE IN MORAL MATTERS 

I. Our new position "in Christ" and the doctrine of eternal security does not give us license to live 
immoral sinful lives. 

2. The Law of Liberty is often confused with antinomianism (against law). The law of Liberty is 
not antinomian ism. Because the believer is not under the Mosaic Law does not mean that he is 
lawless. 

3. The Law of Liberty is our freedom to serve God - not freedom to sin. 

4. The Law of Liberty is superceded by three other laws (L B. c. D. above) on certain occasions 

5. In our passage the Law of Liberty = superceded by the Law of Expediency. 

II. THE DESIGN OF YOUR BODY - 1 Corinthians 6:13 

III. THE DESTINY OF YOUR BODY - 1 Corinthians 6:14 



IV.	 THE DISTINCTION OF YOUR BODY- I Cor6:15-17, 19-20 
Three reasons Paul gives for a Christian to live morally pure... 

A. IT'S A MATTER OF YOUR POSITION IN CHRIST- verse 15 

B. IT'S A MATTER OF THE PRIORITY OF THE SPIRITUAL- verse 16-17 

V. THE	 OF YOUR BODY- I Corinthians 6:15-16 

"BUT HE WHO IS JOINED TO THE LORD IS ONE SPIRIT WITH HIM" 
Nine ways the believer is in union with Christ at the moment of salvation 

1. We share His	 - I John 5:J 1-12 

2. We share His	 - 2 Corinthians 5:21 

3. We share His	 - Ephesians 1:4 

4. We share His	 - Ephesians 1:5 

5. We share His	 - Galatians 3:26 

6. We share His	 - Romans 8: 16-17 

7. We share His	 - 1 Corinlruans 1:2 

8. We share His	 - I Peter 2:5, 9 

9. We share His	 - 2 Peler 1.11 

VI. THE	 OF YOUR BODY - I Corinthians 6:18-20 

A. You MUST	 _ SEXUAL IMMORALITY - v. 18 

B. You MUST	 _ GOD - vvs. 19-20 
C. IT'S A MATTER OF THE	 OF THE HOLY SPIRIT- vvs.19-20 

CONCLUSION 


