THE GIFT OF TONGUES - IT’S INFERIORITY
Part 3 - 1 Corinthians 14:20-25

INTRODUCTION: Paul has been in thomy territory as he has been addressing the Church
at Corinth on the use and abuse of the gift of tongues within the Church fellowship. It is so
easy for a Church to become sidetracked from the main issue and to start stressing one
particular doctrine until it is twisted from being truth to being error. When that which is
not a biblical gift, but is mistakenly called that, is exercised, we have every right to
discourage its use and even forbid it as a divisive matter within the Church. It is the task of
the ministry, as far as it is possible, to ensure that the main responsibilities of Church
testimony are in right focus. In Paul’s dealing with the subject of tongues in 1 Corinthians
14:1-25 he sets out two major objectives that should be central within any Church
fellowship. First - the EDIFYING of the Lord’s people within the assembly, “Even so you,
since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you
seek to excel.” (14:12). Secondly, as we will see this morning - the EVANGELIZING of
the unsaved (14:24-25) that because of the united testimony of the Christians, someone
who visits the Church will end up “...falling down on his face, he will worship God and
report that God is truly among you.” This is the twofold purpose of the local Church in
any area and nothing must hinder that duo purpose...It is God’s purpose.
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